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RESULTS

OBJECTIVES
Given the variety of health databases in Europe, coupled with 
heterogenous access pathways and data available, the 
objectives of this study were :
• to identify main European healthcare databases,
• to assess their potential uses in market access.

METHODS
A comprehensive review of health databases in Europe 
(France, UK, Germany, Italy, Spain, Denmark, Sweden and 
Norway) was carried out by examining sources such as 
PubMed, Embase and Google Scholar. For each country, were 
examined data content, data owner and type of access.

DISCUSSION
Since RWE is derived from actual clinical practice, and 
healthcare practices and patient populations vary from 
country to country, RWE may be relevant in countries where it 
has been collected. Some countries have systematized data 
collection infrastructures, enabling RWD analysis involving a 
large proportion of the population. In the UK, for example, the 
CPRD and NHS Digital social security programs include a 
large number of patients. Similarly, France has developed a 
comprehensive RWD source, producing analyses that are 
among the largest RWD studies in Europe. 

It is also interesting to note that researchers from different 
countries are collaborating to go beyond country-specific 
RWE. For example, a study involving Sweden, Norway and 
Denmark collected data from the patient registries of each of 
these three healthcare systems for a more comprehensive 
analysis 2. Combined analyses of this kind underline RWE's 
ability to provide relevant information to a wider range of 
healthcare professionals.

Abréviations
BDCAP: Base de Datos Clínicos de Atención Primaria (Primary Care Clinical Database)

BIFAP: Base de Datos para la Investigación Farmacoepidemiológica en Atención Primaria

CMBD : Certificates of Discharge of the National Health System Register

CPRD: Clinical Practice Research Datalink 

GePaRD: German Pharmacoepidemiological Research Database

NHS:  National Health Service  

PHE: Public Health England

SDO: Schede di Dimissione Ospedaliera (Hospital Discharge Database)

SNDS: Système National des Données de Santé ( National Health Data System)
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CONCLUSION
This non-exhaustive review demonstrated the diversity of 
European databases which could be used for real world 
evidence to answer HTA requirements. In this context, the 
European Health Data Space (EHDS) 2 will harmonize the 
databases across Europe and maximize their potential for 
patients, researchers, innovators, and regulators.


